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Editorial 


Tue best professional progress of recent times is indicated by a para- 
graph in the Council Notes of the L.A. which seems to suggest that 
the Association of Assistant Librarians may soon become united to 
the L.A. A successful meeting has been held between representatives 
of both bodies at which difficulties have been smoothed away. We 
hear that the Birmingham and District Library Association is also 
coming in and the attitude of the other still unattached associations is 
such that there is every hope of their adherence. 
* * * * 

Hendon appears to be one of the few libraries in recent times to 
begin in almost an ideal way ; that is to say, it has appointed its chief 
librarian and is appointing further and essential members of staff 
before the library building is up. We say “ almost” because the 
ideal way would be the appointing of the chief librarian before the 
plans were finally determined. It is dithcult, however, to persuade 
a library authority of the desirability of having at hand from the 
beginning the expert who is to administer their library system; all 
the economies of money and method he might effect are overlooked 
while the fact that a salary is to be paid is not. Hendon has done the 
next best thing, and the library committee there, it must be admitted, 
did take advice trom the very outset. 

* * 


* *~x 


While we are able to congratulate the Hendon Library Committee 
on its wisdom in appointing library staff at fair salaries, similar con- 
gratulations cannot be extended to the Fulham authority, which is 
becoming a bye-word for meanness in its appointments. Ata salary 
of £200, with a bonus of £56 11s., the whole subject to 5 per cent. 
superannuation deduction, a Deputy Librarian is wanted. He must 
be F.L.A. or A.F.L.A., and these are his duties :—‘‘ To arrange and 
supervise the duties of the Libraries Staff, on the instructions of the 
Borough Librarian; to prepare and check accounts, wages, State- 
ments, etc., and to take charge of various monies, fines, counter 
receipts, etc.; to assist in the cataloguing and classification of books 
and to prepare reading lists ; to assist the Borough Librarian in the 
selection of books; to take charge of the Libraries System in the 
absence of the Borough Librarian; to perform any other necessary 
duty and at all times to carry out the instructions of the Borough 
Librarian.” Candidates are also invited to say what their “ war 
service’ has been. The Fulham Committee therefore contemplates 
not youngsters but candidates nearing the thirties. 

~ + 

We see from the Library Association Record that a discussion with 
NALGO has taken place as to the position the L.A. certificates occupy 
relatively to the certificates of other professional societies who qualify 
workers under municipalities. It will be remembered that NALGO 
gave great offence in 1927 by suggesting to the Worthing Corporation 
that the whole six certificates of the L.A. were equal to the inter- 
mediate of other bodies. It has now been agreed that four certificates 
are equal to such intermediate examinations and the diploma (not 
the honours diploma) is equal to their final. This is important where 
Corporations grant extra allowances to those who possess examination 
qualifications. 
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It will be i as a library study, to watch the manner in 
which the University of Oxford solves the problem of the Bodleian 
Library. Those who know the Bodleian buildings need no con- 
vincing as to their inadequacy as a national deposit library ; they are 
cramped in many ways. Short of facing the rebuilding of the entire 
library, as is to be done at Cambridge, it would appear that the collec- 
tions must be divided and a depository for little-used works be found 
outside the centre of the University. The builders of libraries in 
England were unable to foresee the great growth of literary output 
in this country and the increasing use that would be made of libraries 
in consequence’; and the result is that there is an acute lack of space 
almost everywhere. Half of our English libraries need rebuilding. 

* 

With last year the Summer School at Aberystwyth came to an 
end. We write thus because it had been the hope that means would 
have been found to continue it this year. It is now clear that this 
will not be the case; and we think some few words of recognition 
and gratitude should be written of the work of Mr. John Ballinger in 
initiating this School and maintaining it for so many years. Hundreds 
of students throughout the kingdom have been bettered professionally 
and have enjoyed pleasant at Aberystwyth and retain 
happy memories of the National Library of Wales and the University. 
They and those they serve owe much to Mr. Ballinger. 


* * * * 


The disappearance of this School makes it all the more i 
that the University of London School should be placed upon a secure 
basis. The Carnegie Trust funds that have hitherto been its only 
certain support cease this year ; and it would be lamentable if a School 
which has proved itself an unqualified success, and succeeds more 
every year, should be interrupted in its career. There is a committee 
with Lord Balneil at its head appealing for funds; and it is hoped 
that library authorities, if they have the power, will all contribute. 
Our readers will have noted that the School co-operates this year 
with the Library Association in holding a Summer School at Paris 
in the last week in August and the first week in September—a fine 
chance for the combining of a “ refresher ” course with excellent sight- 
seeing. 


Candidates for library appointments do not always want their 
venture to be broadcast. The use of such a pores acknowledgment 
as the following of the labour, expense and suspense to which they 
are put does not seem polite or politic. “To thank you for your 
application and to inform you that has received the appoint- 
ment,” was the reading of such a postcard recently issued. Some 
librarians are busy men, but there are some things which must not be 
done quite so hurriedly as this. 

In our last month’s Editorial we announced that candidates for 
the L.A. Examinations must be members either of the L.A. or of the 
A.A.L. hereafter. The “ hereafter” should have read “ from January, 
1930,” as the Secretary of the L.A. informs us. 


4 
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Unity: Further Personal Views 


By Jonn Gerarp O’Lzary, Bethnal Green Public Libraries. 


THat gteat modern novelist, P. G. Wodehouse, describing a be- 
whiskered Russian about to speak, sums up the effe& by this justified 
and admirable piracy, “Down in the forest something stirred.” 
When I think on the past year’s events in the library world I am at 
once reminded of Mr. Wodehouse’s analogy. Something das stirred 
in that dark forest and with remarkable quickness. Last June, when 
a paper by the present writer was printed in these pages under a 
similar title to the above, the matter of a united Library Association 
was “ hot air.” In the present month a draft memorandum of agree- 
ment has been presented to the Association of Assistant Librarians 
for their consideration. The memorandum es the scheme as 
it will apply to all allied societies and displays the general principles 
adopted by the joint committee on amalgamation. The fundamental 
tinciple may be summed up as—amalgamation without absorption. 
The scheme provides for a new Library Association which will consist 
of the present body and any allied library society which may care to 
sign an a ent of affiliation. The central executive body will be 
of members ele&ed for and from the parent body and for 

and from the affiliated bodies. But the control of all finance will be 
in the hands of the Library Association as the central authority, the 
affiliated bodies administering the funds voted by the L.A. The 
sections (i.¢., affiliated bodies) will retain their complete identity—a 
separate council and officers ele&ted by its own members, these 
members being members of the Library Association attached to that 
particular seftion. The Association of Assistant Librarians will 
continue to publish their own journal and instead of losing responsi- 
bility will probably gain a little by way of delegated work. The 
A.A.L. will be one - several seGtions of the L.A., losing no part of 
its special character, but surrendering control over its present dire& 
income. Its income will come indire@ly, that is, from the L.A., and 
here arises a difficulty. The scheme offers a per capita grant of 3s. 
annum for each guinea subscriber (to be increased or decreased 

in ratio to the subscription paid) to the seétions. A capitation grant 
assures a minimum income which alters only with the increase or 
decrease of members of setions. But the publication of the Library 
Assistant co& the A.A.L. 4s. per year for each member, and if the 
capitation grant functions on its vere basis it will be impossible 
to continue the Library Assiflant. The joint committee were emphatic 
in their desire that the Library Assiffant should continue in its present 
form. It might be possible, even at this stage, to substiture the capita- 
tion grant for a bulk grant on presented estimates but this plan does 
not ensure a minimum income. A way out of the difficulty might be 
found if a// the setions used the Library Assiffant for the monthly 
announcements and news bulletins and payed a proportionate sum 
towards the cost of produétion. This is not an insuperable difficulty 
and will, no doubt, be adequately solved. The capitation grant system, 
Can a member belong 

to more than one section if so will the L.A. pay a grant on his 
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behalf to several seftions? I personally think that membership of 
one seétion only is implied although it is not stated. But to clear the 
air of conflicting talk of se&tions and parent bodies, the position (if 
amalgamation takes place) is this. A new entrant to the profession 
will join the L.A. at a subscription commensurate with his salary and 
he will then proceed to attach himself to the appropriate seGtion and 
the se€tion will claim financial support on his from the central 
body. The scheme is admirable from all points of view. Federation 
would have meant a mere voluntary joint council for conference 
Complete amalgamation would have arouséd all manner 
of loyalties and sentiments towards existing associations. The 
present scheme, without abolishing the other bodies, effectively 
welds them into one—it is amalgamation without absorption. Certain 
practical difficulties have been touched upon here. They are only 
minor to the main issue. That is—shall we be ONE or numerous, 
shall we be EFFECTIVE or useless? Between this date and the 
Brighton Conference members of the various bodies concerned 
will be asked to give their assent or otherwise. I cannot believe they 
will not assent. On every side we have lessons in the value of con- 
certed aétion, in the effectiveness of unanimous opinion. Further, 
there is in this a measure of self-protection. Librarians as a a 
have little to do with the brazen mechanical and commercial worl 
They occupy a position in the scheme of things which will never 
attra& a great deal of popular attention or sympathy. Surely this is a 
strong argument for standing in an undivided formation. And how 
great a gain in the long run for the affiliated societies. The A.A.L. is 
raised on all sides as an energetic and lively body of young men. 
Their meetings are usually better attended and livelier affairs than 
any other similar body. But their council (of which the present 
writer is a member) has no effective vote in governing affairs. We 
can but pass resolutions, protest and so forth, but beyond domestic 
affairs we can do nothing except by appeal. The new scheme offers 
us an avenue—not only of approach but of dire& personal presenta- 
tion of the assistants’ paint of view, and a vote on the central executive 
body. It is a recognition of the altered state of affairs and is not an 
attempt (as has been said) of the Library Association to snatch the 
entire condué& of library affairs. I am so deeply impressed by the 
urgency of the matter and by the plain-faced advantages of the new 
scheme that I cannot conceive of my colleagues not voting solidly 
in its favour. But there have been misunderstandings and as these 
columns offer an opportunity for presenting the personal point of 
view, not open in official journals, I have put down the faéts of the 
case as they appear to me. The events leading up to the draft memor- 
andum have moved with such celerity that one feels a driving force 
is behind the scheme and that force has been Mr. Savage. A remark 
made by him recently was repeated to the present writer. A member 
of the joint committee pointed out the financial loss (which is a@tually 
the case) which the Library Association would have to bear during the 
first few years. The reply was to the effe& that—no matter the cost— 
no matter the risk—provided there was a united Library Association 
all would be worth while. In that spirit, those of us who stand for one 
undivided body pin our faith. The stage is now practically set. In 
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that shadow of an eastern palace, built at the desire of a magni- 
prince—’midst the large windows attempting to look 
oriental behind Nottingham lace, on floors covered with in ter 
carpet and linoleum, among walls ornamented with beasts that would 
terrify a Bashibazouk, or painted in fond imitation of tea chests, under 
lights suspended by dragons that never breathed fire over China’s 
great walls—’mid st all these “horrid shapes . . . and sights unholy” 
will the deeds of agreement be signed—IF we combine to do the finer 

ing. As a famous preacher, delayed from an expe€tant congrega- 
tion for an whole hour, said (and spoke no longer), “ You know your 
duty—go and do it.” 


“ Liber Perfectus.” 


By Rosert ParrripGe, Bermondsey Public Library. 


Frrenps and brother librarians, lend me your ears! If have 
sighs, _— to : them now, for I have visioned the ideal book. 
Like Kipling’s “If,” it Stands a glowing, almost impossible ideal. 
Yet some day, maybe in the long-expeéted golden millennium, it may 
stand on the shelf of a public library, putting its neighbouring volumes 
to shame, as the bright moon outshines the pale twinkling stars. 

Its title I have forgotten, but I know that it was a handy, compa& 
volume, which it was a delight both to handle and to read. It was 
printed in a beautifully clear and legible revived old-style type, with ink 
of a velvety blackness on a thin, but pliable, tough and ue paper. 
The ess sufficiently leaded to ensure the eye, in ay passing 

y one line to the next with the least noticeable effort. The 
type in the headings and chapters was in perfect harmony with the 
text. The margins were ideally proportioned. 

It had beautiful illustrations, which were balanced artistically 
with the in the text, the colourings being magnificent. They 
were printed on separate leaves of a slightly larger size than the pages 
of the text, in order that the inner margins might be folded round the 
adjoining sections and sewn through, not just “ tipped.” 

The setions were thoroughly sound in themselves, = 
folded and correétly imposed. were hand-sewn on the “ all- 

” principle, the sewing being done with very strong silk thread. 
The book was sewn flexible on five tapes. 

The end-papers were made of the same kind of as that of 
the text, and contained beautiful designs suggestive of the charaCter 
and contents of the book. The end-papers were made with a zig-zag, 
and were securely and thoroughly sewn. Leather joints were used 
to ensure strength where it was greatly needed. 

The slips were of sufficient length (about 1} inches) to allow of 
their insertion between split boards of good quality strawboard, and 
were adequately and properly pasted down. 

The book had been pressed for a considerable length of time 
between Standing press-boards, not machine crushers, in order to 

ive i wontecfal compaétness that it possessed. 
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The leaves were guillotined at the head, fore-edge and tail, and 
were richly gilded to prevent the accumulation of dust, and to add 
majesty to the book’s appearance. 

The back was as flat as could be without the danger of its 
being concave in use. French joints were employed in the binding. 
It was half-bound, the leather being made from a good, strong, flawless 
skin, of a fairly thick and durable kind, the sides of a strong, fast-dye 
cloth, which harmonised beautifully with the leather. The corners. 
were carefully tucked in, and were tipped with real vellum. 

Genuinely-worked headbands of different coloured silks were 
present at the head and tail of the book, and were properly sewn to 
the sections, which were attached dire€tly to the back of the leather. 

The clear, bold gilt lettering was very legible and pleasing. It 
gave a brief title of the book in the top panel, the author’s name in the 
middle panel, and the library finding symbols at the foot, about an 
inch from the bottom. The decoration, which was also of gilt, was 
simple but very effective, consisting of a few cunningly interwoven 
curves, lines and dots. 

The book opened easily right to the back, and stayed open until 
it was closed. 

To my amazement and great delight I discovered on the back of 
this book’s title-page a complete collation of its contents. Not a 
point had been omitted from the collation. The date and the names 
of the editor and illustrator were there, to er with a full index, 
a “ List of Contents,” a bibliography and the like. The pagination 
was in Roman numerals for the preliminary matter, the body of the 
work in Arabic letters. Several blank leaves were at the beginning 
and the end. Each illustration was covered with a protective “ tissue,” 
the subje& of the illustration being printed beneath the picture itself, 
as well as appearing on the tissue covering. Each illustration, too, 
had been carefully indexed in the full “ List of Illustrations.” 


It was, in fact, the materialisation of the artistic binder’s, the 
zealous librarian’s, and the patient bibliographer’s dreams. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


My Dear ArIsTonyMous, 

I read with interest and oo approval your spirited reply to 
the young gentleman from Sheffield whose love of independence 
“ outruns the pauser, reason.” It is really a pity that any librarian 
thinks it worth his while to impede the quite thrilling pull towards 
unity among the library societies which we are making to-day. But 
we must not take him quite so seriously. You and I, in our youth, 
knew more than the very angels about librarianshi idn’t we? 
And we know that men like Mr. Cranshaw are y of the right 
Stuff—indeed, of the very stuff of which the L.A. to-day is made. 
It is true that they attack indicatoritis, reticent fossils, etc., etc. ; but 
these are all Aunt Sallies of their own imagining, at which they 
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play cock-shy without doing much injury to anyone in the L.A., and 
not much, let us hope, to themselves. 

The L.A., as its views are voiced by the Honorary Secretary, 
is now on a 

3,000 MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN, 
and the number appears to me to be a quite modest one. The appeal 
that we have to make is not merely to the ancients like ourselves— 
although I hope the oldsters are not altogether beyond redemption, 
in spite of Mr. Cranshaw—but to the youngsters. I like “ appeal ” 
better than coercion, but coercion is absolutely justified if “ appeal ” 
fails. So I am not so perturbed as are some of my brethren when I 
read that at some date yet to be fixed the L.A. will demand of would-be 
examination candidates that they first be members of either the L.A. 
or the A.A.L. This is, however, a magnanimity to the A.A.L. which 
I hope the latter body will vindicate by itself becoming —and a 
by no means unimportant part !|—of the L.A. A friend has urged 
that we are making candidates join our 
Trapes UNION ; 


but I suggest that this is not so. The reference to the A.A.L. does 

ive the new condition that appearance, but the reality of the thi 
is that on analysis it has been found that the examinations are not self- 
supporting. They have therefore to be subsidised by the L.A. 
members at large; and that is more than outsiders (who possibly 
want one or two certificates to ensure progress and have no intention 
of becoming members) have a right to expe&t. No; the new proviso 
is just, and is, moreover, sound business for both candidate and the 
L.A. 


I have been reading the new issue, dated March, of the L.A. 

Record with high admiration. It is a 
REMARKABLE CONDENSATION 

of the library news of Europe. And, indeed, of the Empire ; for there 
is a capital account of the South African Commission Library Con- 
ference which may be commended. Altogether the Record is now 
conduéted with a catholicity and sweep that command the highest 
respe@. I am a little doubtful of the wisdom of publishing fa&s 
about illnesses and recoveries of librarians. They do not help the 
patients, and it is a little disconcerting when one has written sympath 
to a man to receive the cheery reply that he has been back at ok 
these six weeks. Such is inevitable in a “ quarterly” it if publishes 
Stuff which is only suitable for a daily newspaper. 

I am afraid that I whistled over the recent announcement con- 
cerning a possible reprint of 

Tue Brirish Museum CATALOGUE 

at £800 or (if enough subscribe) £400 per set. The Catalogue is one 
of the finest tools in the world. It commands, secondhand, about 
£1,200 to £1,500, I am told, and I am willing to believe it; but how 
can I get my committee to embark upon an expenditure of {400 for 
such a work, even if the cost is spread over from eight to ten years ? 
I can only weep as I read the fatal words: “ There is no probability 
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that public funds can be found in the near future for such a publication, 
and therefore it cannot be oe away like its predecessor.” 
I it will cost £200,000 ; to think that there was a time 

the equivalent of that sum could “ be freely given away.” 

I see that 

CONFERENCE HEADQUARTERS 

at Brighton will be the Grand Hotel. Quite a fine affair, my friend. 
I have sent in my requisition for my humble attic there ; but I hardly 
expec to get it at attic cost. It intrigues me for a week in the year to 
be near the Olympians of the profession ; to listen from across the 
room to their wisdom; and, like Brer Rabbit, to lay low and say 
nuffin. It compensates for much loneliness during the other eleven 
months of the year. Only I wish the librarians of England (and Scot- 
land) would sometimes go to bed before morning. I so hate to lose 
their beautiful thoughts that I get little or no sleep in Conference 
weeks. Is this fair ? 

Do what you can, Aristonymous, with pen and with oral 

, towards making this a 
Royrar Lrsrary YEAR 

in which all library societies come into union ; in which new seftions 
in the L.A. are Started; new branches inaugurated; the Library 
School on a permanent footing; international feeling con- 
solidated ; and home co-operation begins to be really felt. And, 
above all, let us get those 3,000 members. Wale] ERATOSTHENES. 


[Following our principle of giving a ing to all sides, we printed a Com- 
welcome a further letter from the same writer, who holds a decided point of 
view on the burning question of to-day which is the subject of our article, 
“Unity.” As od greed we do not bold ourselves responsible for 
the opinions of the writers of “ Lerrers on Our Arratirs.”—Editor, 
Tre Lrerary Wortp.]} 

Br J. CRANSHAW, Deputy Librarian, Sheffield Public Libraries. 

Your indulgence while I give Aristonymous another rtunity 
for word-torture. With apologies to the critic of James Thomson, 
I can only begin: “O Aristonymous! Aristonymous, O!!” 
Modesty I did not think was one of your virtues, but as in many other 
things I find myself mistaken and the only suitable “ crime-fitting ” 
answer to your last month’s opening is as follows :— 

“ William was once a bashful youth, 
That one might say (to say the truth) 
He rather too much.” 

Are sure, Aristonymous, that you have corre&ly quoted the 
title of Si > ans eae aes Is it not “‘ The Art of under- 
Standing a proposition simp/y” ? If I mistake not, I read this amusing 
parody of logic in my nonage, its chief propositions being to the 
effe& that propositions were only to be viewed rightly, in the manner 
of Old F William. 
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Now it may be true as I have heard that for several weeks a 
child sees objeés inverted, but I am worried to think that either you 
to clear seeing. 

Logic, O Aristonymous, is as full of tricks as a basket of whelps, 
but it is a long time since I saw such an obvious fallacy as that with 
which you wind up your letter, “ it is useless to argue about matters 
of fac.” The history of mankind has been one continual argument 
about matters of fatt—it is the one domain in which the idea of 
relativity has always operated. I suspe& you meant your readers to 
infer that facts and truths are co-terminous, but it needs no great 
intelle& to perceive that errors, mis-Statements and similar thi are 
also faéts, and very stubborn facts. I believe Mark Twain a 
delightful extravaganza, “ On catching up a lie,” which will drive 
this completely and pleasantly home. 

Again, I rather think you are guilty of mis-statements when you 
say in effe& that one has no right to criticise an association if one is 
not a member thereof. Depends entirely upon the operations of the 
society. Unfortunately for your argument the operations of the 
Library Association are not in the nature of a poker game where one 
must “ ante” up before joining in the fray. Many people are closely 
affected i bve of Gap ans os 
in your paragraph on the prime funtion of the Library Association, 

all such have a right to criticise. If criticism of institutions were 
restricted to members only, what a wonderful world of mutual admira- 
tion societies we should have. Take, for instance, the recently pub- 
lished decision of the Library Association with regard to member- 

over coun ve no right to use over this perfect 
unwarrantable interference with their liberties. If they adopt this 
attitude I shall have to alter a favourite phrase of mine to “ only 
camels and library assistants take their burdens kneeling.” 

Can you tell me of any professional body which demands that 
you become a member before you can sit for the examinations 
which they condu& ? If the Library Association cannot condu& their 
examinations at the present fees, is that any reason why they should 
use this as a lever to coerce assistants all over the country to join the 
Association ? For a few years such a method of conscripting members 
will inflate the coffers of the Association and thereby gain the addi- 
tional grant from the Carnegie Trustees, but after that period will come 
the lean years again, when membership having served its — 
resignations will more than counterbalance new members. 
another scream and an appeal loyally to stand by (which being inter- 
preted means pay up). If you are blest with a fair proportion of that 
just as i ible to keep conscripts loyal as it is to make a man 

present proposals to run on i tion 
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than run the risk of cutting off the juniors from any association what- 
soever, I would rather the two associations remained independent, 
with a joint council for common aétion. 

It seems to me that the Library Association are asking us to 
come in not so much because they want us but because it promises 
extra financial assistance from outside sources. Perhaps you know 
the answer to the conundrum about the Library Association and 
_— igs ?>—a bit strong but borne out by contemporary events. 

in one eye and calculation shining out of the other.” The point 
wish to emphasise is that we seem to be invited in on sufferance and 
after a few years’ time, when the Carnegie Trust draws up its purse 
Strings and subscriptions are raised again, a large number of assistants 
will fall out and belong to no association at all—the A.A.L. by then 
being beyond hope of resurrection. I know as a past secretary for 
one division and my subsequent acquaintance with another division 
how difficult it is for the younger members to find the present low 
subscriptions. 

And of course I disagree, Aristonymous, that the ations and 

inions of the L.A. represent the consensus of opinion of those 
engaged in library work. The L.A. represents library opinion about 
as much as the “ die-hards” represent Conservative opinion. And of 
course I am prejudiced. So is the man on the insi ides are so 
easy to take and prejudices so easy to maintain. 

My obje& in writing my previous epistle was to strike a note of 
warning against your emotional outburst on amalgamation. This 
matter is better approached cautiously and members of the Associa- 
tion of Assistant Librarians need carefully to weigh the situation. 
It is not a matter for the council or for scantily attended divisional 
meetings to decide, but for a general ballot. 


Personal News 


Ir is with deep regret we have to announce the death of Mr. Charles 
Henry Hunt, Chief Librarian and Curator of Bootle Central Public 
Library, which took place on March 21st. 


Library Topics 


Bolton. 

An enquiry by the“Ministry of Health into an application for 
sanétion to borrow {£611,000 for municipal buildi ag extensions, 
etc., was held in March. In this amount is a sum of £186,000 for 
the ereétion of a Central Library and Art Gallery. This buildi 
when erected will supersede the four buildings at cae 
by the Central Library Department. gol men 


‘ 
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DUNN & WILSON, LTD. 
ON BOOK SEWING 


We own the most up-to-date plant for lining books every 
leat, THEREFORE WE DO NOT REQUIRE TO OVER- 
SEW BOOKS WHEN IT IS INADVISABLE TO DO so. 


We own the most up-to-date plant for oversewing books, 
THEREFORE WE DO NOT REQUIRE TO LINE BOOKS 
EVERY LEAF WHEN IT IS INADVISABLE TO DO SO. 


Perfectly oversewn books are produced by us as quickly as 
are books lined every leaf, THEREFORE WE ARE NOT 
COMPELLED TO — a ONE METHOD OF 


Each book is sewn by us in the method best suited to the 

quality of the paper, so as to ensure the longest service. 

ITIS AS ABSURD TO SEW BOOKS TO ONE SPECIFICA- 

TION AS IT IS TO USE ONE MEDICINE TO CURE 
ALL ILLS. 


Bellevue Bindery, 


COURT ROLLS OF THE 
BISHOP OF LONDON’S 
MANOR OF HORNSEY, 
1603-1703, in the County 
of Middlesex. 
By William McBeath Marcham 
and Frank Marcham. 
Sm. 4to, cloth, t.e.g., pp. 325. 


Any Books required in 
any Language 


including Standard Foreign Literature 
and Reference Books, can be obtained 
from Foyle’s Foreign Dept. If Foyles 
do not happen to have the required 
books in stock they will be obtained 
and supplied at the Published Prices 
Map and at the best rate of exc 


showing the ancient highways and 
facsimile charter about A.D. 1146. 
Limited edition. 235 numbered copies 
only, of which 200 are for sale. A 
Study of social and economic life in a 
typical English village in the seven- 
teenth century. 
London, 1929. £4 4s. Od. net. 
GRAFTON & CO. 


Copric Houss, 51 Great Russe Sr. 
Lonvon, W.C.1 


Search made for works in any language 
which are now out-of-print. 


If unable to call, write, outlining re- 
quirements : suitable sectional lists will 
then be sent. 


FOYLE’S 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 


16 Manette Street, Charing Cross Rd. 
London, W.1. 


= 


visit Prague as the guest of the Czechoslovak Government, to see the 
Studios of the artists and the various art galleries and museums in 
that country. His Excellency’s invitation is a signal honour for Mr. 
Roberts, and is made so that the Dire€tor can report to the Brighton 
Fine Arts Committee on the question of showing in the Galleries an 

Exhibition of oil and water-colour paintings Czechoslovakia. — 
The Brighton Town Council have agreed to the request of His 
Excellency, and Mr. Roberts will proceed to Czechoslovakia later in 


the year. 


Burnley. 


Social Problems in FiG@tion and Drama and The Old Road and 
the Pilgrim’s Way are two of the topics dealt with in the Burnley 
Library Journal for February, 1929. 


Burton-upon-Trent. 


The Quarterly Bulletin contains an announcement of a Holiday 
Literature Exhibition, consisting of a colleétion of guides to the 
various holiday resorts. Other features are Milestones in Literature 
by M. H. B. Mash, and Notes about Novelists by William G. Bosworth. 


Buxton. 


A Boyd-Dawkins room is to be opened at the Library in which 
the collection of scientific works presented by the late Sir William 
Boyd Dawkins will be housed. The room will be specially equipped 
for the convenience of students. 


Coventry. 

The Coventry Readers’ Bulletin contains a very full list of Books 
on Automobiles, construction, design and maintenance, to be found 
in the Libraries. This admirable little guide is edited by Miss Lydia 
A. Beasley of the Libraries Staff. 


Croydon. 


The new branch library mentioned in our notes last month is to 
be erected at the corner of Beatrice Avenue and London Road, 
Norbury. Provision is being made for a ing and Newsroom, 
v— Library, Adult Lending Library, Lecture and a Quick 

Colle&tion. The Readers’ Index Guide contains an inter- 
eSting article on Croydon Artists by Mr. E. R. McColvin. 
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Roberts, M.B.E., has received His Excellency M. Jan Masaryk, 
C.B.E., Czechoslovak Minister in London, a cordial invitation to 
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Halifax. 

Mr. Edward Green, the Chief Librarian, must be a busy man these 
days judging by the aétivities he undertakes. In addition to his well- 
known work among schools and his usual routine duties at the 
Library, Mr. Green is a founder-member of the Gardens Guild for 
which he aéts as press ndent, and he has recently contributed 


An interesting exhibition of Coleridge and Wordsworth Books 
and Manuscripts is being held at the Central Library. This colle€tion 
=—” loaned by Mr. T. J. Wise, M.A., from his famous Ashley 


The General Elef&tion is made the subje& of an “ Occasional 
Bulletin” issued by Kingston Public Libraries. A sele& List of 
Books on Parties, Policies and QueStions of the Day is contained 
therein. 


Leeds. 


Bulletins Nos. 50 and 51 have been received from Leeds Com- 
mercial Department. An excellent list of books and data on Low 
Temperature Carbonisation is to be found in No. 50. No. 51 is a 
Classified List of Periodicals to be found in the Library. The peri- 
odicals in the Commercial Library are now classified and arranged in 
otder of subje& matter. “ This change has been effected with the 
obje& of making the references to current periodicals uniform with the 
classification symbols for all other material in the Library on a like 

matter.” 


Leicester. 
In order to help readers interested in education to make full use 


of the Library, the Libraries Committee have issued a very fine 
Catalogue of Books on that subjeé& to be found in the Central Library. 


Lewisham. 

The newly reorganised Central Department and Ref- 
erence Library was formally opened of on 
Saturday, March 23rd, in the presence of thering of local 


celebrities and members of the Borough Adon . F. J. Peplow, 
Borough Librarian, Deptford, Mr. Wilfred E. Barnes, reen- 
wich, and Mr. Philip E. Bursell, ‘Woolwich were also present. 
In the course of his opening remarks the Chairman of the Libraries 
Committee, Mr. Councillor Cahill, J.P., stated that the newly 
Sru&ed Lending Department and additions had been carried 


Hampstead. q 
Kingston. 
| 
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Lending Department is a ous floor Soft. long by soft. wi is 
tie large inthe county. The Access enclosure 
is an enormous affair 24ft. long by 16ft. deep. Alderman Griffiths, a 
former Chairman of the Libraries Committee, paid a splendid tribute 
to the manner in which the Libraries staff had worked to transform the 
place from the Indicator Service. At the conclusion of the ceremony 
the gathering partook of tea at the kind invitation of the Mayor and 
Mayoress. 


Library Association. 

The application forms for membership of the Library Association 
are now ready. All non-members are earnestly requested to apply for 
membership without delay. Everyone interested in the profession is 
asked to support the parent body by membership. Much progress has 
been made during the past ten years in the advancement of Librarian- 
ship but there is still much more to be accomplished. It is absolutely 
essential that all Librarians should join, and through this method 
assist the Association to raise the status of Librarianship to the level 
it should occupy in the educational system of the country. 


THe MoveMENt Towarps Union.—A further step has just been 
taken towards cohesion of the Library forces of this country by the 
adherence of the Birmingham and Distri& Library Association as a 
Branch of the Library Association. This course was decided upon 
at a special general meeting of members of the Birmingham and 
Distri& Library Association, held on March 14th, when it was unani- 
mously resolved toform, as from April 1t, 1929, a “Library Association: 
Birmingham and Distri& Branch,” without reservation or condition. 
This generous gesture comes as a most welcome stimulus to the mem- 
bership campaign that is now being launched by the Library Associa- 
tion. Those resident in the counties of Warwick, Worcester, Stafford 
(South), Shropshire, Hereford, Gloucester and Oxford, who desire 
to be associated with the aétivities of the new Branch, should com- 
municate with the Honorary Secretary, Mr. F. J. Thacker, at the 
Public Reference Library, Birmingham. 


Dietoma: LaNnGuaGe Testrs.—All candidates for the Diploma 
of the Library Association, who have not included in their qualifying 
examination either Latin or Greek and one of the modern languages 
specified on page 8 of the Syllabus, will be required before the award 
of the Diploma to take examination papers in two languages—one 
classical and one modern—prepared by examiners appointed by the 
Council. There will be one examination paper in each language of a 
at to that of the qualifying examina- 

oe pe contain three prose passages for translating 
into Ein which two must be attempted. In addition, candi- 
dates ibe ‘asked to put into English book-titles from the languages 
in question. For the present no fee is charged for this examination ; 
the times arranged for the holding of the examinations can be obtained 
on application to the Secretary of the Library Association. 


aM oO 
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Newark-on-Trent. 


_ The Gilstrap Public Library Magazine for March contains some 
t and breezy articles for young and old alike written by famous 
ts, among whom may be noticed Canon Hannay and Harold 


Sheffield. 


Recent Additions List No. 18 contains between three and four 
hundred new books added to the libraries during February. 


Surrey. 

The Librarian (Miss M. J. Powell) states that the Library has a 
Stock of over 60,000 vols., which exceeds by many thousands the 
stock of any other library in ‘the county of Surrey. We always thought 
that Croydon was in Surrey, and we believe that the Croydon system 
has well over 60,000 vols. Are we correé, Croydon ? 


Waterloo-with-Seaforth. 


The Chairman of the Council recently offered two prizes for the 
two best essays written by school children on the “ Juvenile Library.” 
The essays were written in school and the subjects were intimated to 
head teachers in sealed envelopes in order that no preparation could 
be made. 


Reports 


Boiron Public Libraries.—75th Annual Report, 1927-1928. Popula- 
tion, 178,300. Chief Librarian, Archibald Sparke, F.R.L.S., F.L.A. 
Rate, 2}d. Income, £12,986. Stock: Lending, 114,553; Ref- 
erence, 23,398. Additions, 8,143. Withdrawals, 6,745. Issues: 
Lending, 766,648; Children’s Reading Rooms, 120,000; Ref- 
erence, 17,821, open shelves, 65,000; School Libraries, 41,188 ; 
Blind Readers, 1,540. Borrowers, 43,563. Branches, 6. 

It will be noticed that approximately fourth inhabitant of the borough 
is a the Libraries—a percentage. Plans for a new 
building at Tonge Moor, the lease of the old one having expired, have been drawn 
up and it is hoped to commence work there at an early date. A temporary news- 
toom has been erected, uent upon the closing of the department at the 
wo ncaa eu that its condition was such as to make it not 


cue Public Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum.—s8th Annual 
Report, 1927-1928. Population, 285,961. Chief Librarian, W. H. 
Barraclough. Rate, 3.270d. Income, £25,177. Stock: Lending, 
179,741; Reference, 90,223. Additions, 20,241. Withdrawals, 
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18,247. Issues: Lending, 1,615,198; Reference, 157,669; Com- 
mercial Library, 105,132 ; Children’s "Room, 167,210. Borrowers, 
37,297- Branches, 16. Travelling Libraries, 13. 


in the Art Gallery The Museum attraded 102,82 visitors. 


Bury Public Library, Art Gallery and ca Annual Report, 
7-1928. Population, 57,000. . and Curator, John H. 
ao. Rate, 34d. Income, £4,663. Stock: Lending, 25,422; 
Reference, 8,349. Additions, 3,017. Withdrawals, 2,246. Issues : 
Lending, 147,460; Reference, 11,382; School Libraries, 42,539; 
Blind Readers, 468. Borrowers, 7,500. 


The aétivities of the Library were rather the Th 
Reference departments 


The Art better patronised, nearly 52, tded duri 
the yeat. ‘The exhibitions aed leéhures held — 
Durxam County Council, Education Department.—3rd Annual 

a tl of the County Librarian. County Librarian, B. Barton- 


This report is a record of continual and ever-increasing usefulness. 
The committee, who feel that the work now been eStablished on a sound 


2,517 volumes. The issues were 120,171 more than the previous year. The 
serves a population of 311,278. The new headquarters were opened at the 


of the year is now housed in a buil which is worthy 

of its scope and aims, and ample accommodation is provided for extension and 
Gaited Kingdom Tras A grant of £2,550 was received from the Carnegie 
Trust. The cost of mai library last year was 


£2,000, while £4,213 was spent on books. 

Letcester Municipal Libraries.—49th Annual Report to the City 
Council. Population, 241, eee: Director of Libraries, E. E. Lowe, 
Ph.D., B.Sc. Rate, 1.90d. Income, £10,804. Stock: Lending, 
31,164; Branches, 41,103 ; Reference, 29,338. Issues: Lendi 
253,150; Branches, 286,410; Reference (partial record only), 
21,361. Borrowers, 27,035. Branches, 6. 


| 
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lessons i 
very a 


i: 


x ICCESSI y VGUCTIO O tix (ral LAL 
Library and the provision of better facilities for internal adminiStration is agai 
emphasised. on 0 for the of the 
J services and the work has to be done, at the present time, under somewhat trying 
conditions. The Wyke Branch Library was reorganised on the 
i. Payment for this work was made out of the residue So eee the 
George William Yates, left to the Corporation for this purpose. question 
of reorganising some of the other branches and the of new ones in further 
r 
“ Superior Library Service’ scheme ; and the new eStablishment of headquarters. 
The Stock of the library now numbers 61,709, an increase of 17,555. These are 
issued from 178 centres to 40,092 borrowers, who last year borrowed a total of 
4 
< _Jasscs 


SS 
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Sr. Hevens Public Libraries and Museum.—soth Annual Report, 
1927-1928. Population, 102,640. Chief Librarian and Curator, 
Alfred Lancaster, F.L.A. Stock: Lending, 20,283; Branches, 
23,327; Reference, 11,781. Issues: Lending, 152,506; Branches, 
163,681; Reference, 6,454; Blind Readers, 226. Borrowers, 
13,837. Branches, 5. 

jubilee of the public libraries was attained last , but the history of 

report contains a brief sketch of the tion and growth of the library. The 

i ot ‘The Rall of bes meaty 

branch li at Sutton Manor. The Roll of Honour Album has 

been placed in the hall of the Central Library. 

KerrerinG Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.—32nd Annual 
Report, 1927-8. Population, 30,000. Librarian and Hon. Curator, 
Kate E. Pierce, F.L.A. Rate, 2.75d. Income, £1,464. Stock: 
Lending, 12,140; Reference, 4,797. Additions, 1,341. With- 
drawals, 761. Issues: Lending, 115,099; Children’s Library, 
31,189; Reference, 6,427. Borrowers, 5,208. 


h huge fi the Li has 
Although no huge figures are recorded, yet the ry Prd my 


NortHampron Public Libraries and Museum.—Annual Report of 
the Chief Librarian and Curator, 1927-1928. Population, 93,000. 
Chief Librarian, Secretary and Curator, Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A. 
Stock: Lending, 34,288; Juvenile, 3,702; Reference, 13,185 ; 
Intermediate Section, 1,668; Branch, 5,554. Additions, 3,046. 
Withdrawals, 2,676. Issues: Lending, 329,085 ; Juvenile, 43,951 ; 
Reference, 45,155 ; Intermediate, 7,927; Branch, 48,709; 
Room, 6,642. Borrowers, 14,662. 1 Branch. 


and Branch Libraries record than last year, while the total increase 
for the past three years amount to 123,513. The demand for books from residents 
in outlying distri@s has ittee to formulate a scheme for the estab- 


visi useum WAS 32,039; §9, 
the while the eight special exhibitions 
Public Libraries and Museum.—3oth 
Annual Report, 1927-1928. Population, 30,000. Librarian, Kate 
Fearnside. Rate, 2.1d. Income, £1,644. Stock: Lending, 14,494; 
Reference, 1,693. Additions, 1,669. Withdrawals, 980. Issues: 
Lending, 94,487; Children’s Library, 30,122; Reference, 2,084; 
Children’s Reference, 857. Borrowers, 4,686. 
A comparative table of statistics shows that Steady progress has been made and 
maintained during the last five years, and the progressive policy of the Committee 
been justified. A colle&tion of books from the Library of the League 
of Nations Union is now housed at the Library for use of members of the local 


eStimate and these were spent on children’s books. The Education Committee 
. provided £50 for the same purpose. The children’s library was re-classified and 
the Story books now poe een alongside the subje&ts with which 
they A number of books in Brai Ee 
ial a donation of 45 vols. in Moon, form the nucleus of a collection for blind readers. 
n- 
ss. 
nd 
of 
Fa 
are 4 
of 
‘he 
he The continued popularity of the Libraries can be judged by the upward trend 
| of the issues and the increase in the numbers of borrowers. Both the Central 
zie 
yas 
ty 
| Dial © Ui ul DO Vers ne iDfary. CRDOW 
made of the great assistance rendered to readers by the Central Libeary for Students. 
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A Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Tue Monicrpat Year Book for 1929. Edited by Edwin C. Fairchild. 
With a Preface by Rt. Hon. Neville Chamberlain, M.P., and a 
Foreword by Lt.-Col. Rt. Hon. Wilfrid Ashley, M.P. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 1,132, Ixiii, London, Municipal Journal, 1929. 
208s. net. 

In addition to the usual features that have made this year so useful some 
extremely useful data relating to the public utility services is given. The informa- 
tion given is of a kind that has never before been brought together in one volume. 

A series of tables of the most exhaustive charaéter reveal the present state of 
Municipal Trading and the multiform services which are undertaken by British, 
Scottish and Irish local governing authorities. This issue also contains the only 
full list of Water Companies available in this country. 


Boox-Aucrion Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 
of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book-Auétions. 
Volume 26, Part 1, 8vo, wrappers, pp. 190. London, Stevens, 
Son and Stiles, 1929. 30s. per annum. 

The first part of Vol. 26 for the season 1928-29 covers the period O&ober- 
December, 1928, and contains 5,069 records of books sold at London and 
Edinburgh auétion rooms. A new feature is the Direétory of Booksellers and their 
specialities which in = pages. The issues of 

.A.R. become constantly more u: owing to the rapidly changing (and generally 
ascending) prices of certain classes of books. 


Barwick (G. F.) The Reading Room of the British Museum. Iillus- 
trated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 176. London, Benn, 1929. 10s. 6d. net. 


The history of the famous Reading Room of the British Museum in its various 
incarnations (if one may be permitted to use the expression) from,the 15th January, 
1759, when its first form was brought into being, is contained in this volume in 
complete detail as regards the fabric, the methods of administration and the varying 
schools of readers and the subjeéts of their researches. There can be little doubt 
that the services rendered to readers in the National Library have been and are of 

ter volume and of greater value than those rendered in any institution of the 

ind in any age or in any country . 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Barwick will follow up this volume with one of 
personal reminiscences. Although he disclaims having kept a diary we feel sure 
that he, with the aid of many willing friends, could give us another (and perhaps 
more interesting) volume. When we recolle& that Mr. Barwick was Superintendent 
of the Reading Room from 1900 to 1914 and that it was during this period that the 
average time for the supply of a book to a reader was reduced from (we think) 
45 Minutes to 20 minutes, and that in these degenerate days it very often beats the 
45 minutes record, it would be very interesting to hear of the processes adopted by 
Mr. Barwick to effe& this reduction and what has happened to those processes at 
the present day. 

Mr. Barwick refers to the volume for suggesting books labelled “ Libri 
Desiderati.”” A much more interesting volume was a general grumble book kept 
in the old days on the Superintendent’s desk. The complaints in this volume were 
often really amusing and gave rise to more than one newspaper article. 


Fisxsern (Morris) The Human Body and its Care. 8vo, cloth, pp. 28. 
Chicago, American Library Association, 1929. 50 c. 
A guide to five of the most readable works on the subje&. 


| 
i 
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Baxer (Ernest A.), D.Litt., M.A. The History of the English Novel. 
The Elizabethan Age and After. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 302. 
London, Witherby, 1929. 16s. net. 

The second volume of Dr. Baker’s great history of the English novel—as 
planned at present it is to have four volumes in all—opens with a transition period 
which the author calls the age of translation, adaptation and imitation. Romance 
had come to an end with Malory and the novel qua novel was still unborn. Transla- 
tions from the Italian, Spanish and other sources filled the gap until the publica- 
tion of Lyiy’s Expbues, a work of considerable importance in literary history. The 
literary landmark which followed Exphues was Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, and these 
two works gave rise to a school of writers amongst whom Greene, and 
Nashe are outStanding figures. Realistic fi@tion was now an eStablished art. Dr. 
Baker lays especial Stress on the works of Deloney, the Elizabethan novelist who 
remained unrecognised for several centuries, and perhaps has still not received his 
due. With the works of Dekker and a chapter on the writers of chara&ter of the 
seventeenth century, Joseph Hall, peg - Earle, Addison and others, the period 
dealt with in this volume comes to an end, for though the last chapter is concerned 
with Utopian fiction this is in the nature of a digression. The volume closes with 
a Sele@ Reading and Reference List. We look forward to further volumes of this 


work. 


Wiumore (A.) The Changing World. Being a Brief Record of some 
important changes in the Earth’s surface in 1928, and in the 
way that man adapts himself to that surface and uses its material 
produéts. Sm. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 64. London, Bell, 1929. 
Is. net. 

A treatise intended for the general reader. 


Tuoressy (Frederick) Credit Control. The Path of Industrial Revival. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 90. London, Bale, Sons and Danielsson, 
1929. 2s. 6d. net. 

An interesting book on Trade Revival, deals with trading activities from various 
angles and shows the limitations of home trading and suggests that exports are the 
basis of prosperity. 


Kuemrn (Alexander) Airplane Stress Analysis. An Introductory 
Treatise. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 278. New York, 
Ronald Press, 1929. $7.00. 

Aircraft engineers and designers, students of aeronautics and all those who 
are interested in aviation, will find this book of t service. It has becn compiled 
in sim le and concise language for all those who require an accurate but simple 
treatment of the subjeé&t. The author is Professor of Aeronautical Engineering 
at the school of Aeronautics, New York University. 


Jones (Byron Q.) Praétical Flying. A Training Manual for Airplane 
Pilots. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 210. New York, Ronald 
Press, 1928. $3.00. 

In this book Major Jones has brought together much useful information and 
advice for all those who aspire to emulate the feats of our famous flyers. Major 
Jones writes this book from praétical experience as a Member of the Air Corps of 
the U.S.A. Army. 


Cxark (Virginius Evans) Elements of Aviation. An Explanation 
of Flight Principles. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 194. New 
York, Ronald Press, 1928. $3.00. 

A book of definite interest to Students of aviation and those engaged in airplane 
construction. The author explains carefully and thoroughly all the fundamentals of 
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Munk (Max M.) Fundamentals of Fluid Dynamics for Aircraft 
Desi . Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 198. New York, 
Ronald Press, 1929. $8.00. 


Casson (Herbert N.) Better Buying. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 104. London, 

Efficiency Magazine, 1929. $s. net. 

Another useful addition to our Business Efficiency Library, dealing with the 
to rores n jum 

Sawer (D. D.) Everyday Art at School and Home. A Book for 

Children, Parents, Teachers and Students. With a Foreword 

by Sir Michael Sadler. Illustrated. Medium 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 

244. London, Batsford, 1929. 12s. 6d. net. 

A book of definite interest to art teachers and Students who are desirous of 
work of t assistance. The author is Art LeGturer at the Diocesan Training 
College, Brighton. 

Fartuinc (F. Hadfield) Day in My Garden. Illustrated. 
8vo, PP. 414. Kaopf, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

This work may be termed a veritable encyclopaedia of gardening. It deals 


time, and explains everything in that cannot fail to be understood 

Go the wall contributor of “‘ Saturday in 
y Garden ” in a popular daily paper. 


Co.terr (Glenna) Ladies in the Rough. Foreword by Bobby Jones. 
Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 208. London, Knopf, 1929. 

6s net. 
A splendid book on the royal and ancient game by one of the greatest of women 


TrECHMANN (E. J.) The Diary of Montaigne’s Journey to Italy 
in 1580 and 1581. Portrait. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 298. London, 
Hogarth Press, 1929. 15s. net. 

A third and more accurate translation of the diary of the famous essayist and 
traveller. The Journal was firs published in 1774 and is not so well-known as the 
Essays, gives the from the English point of 

translator alread capabi ce 
eympathetically into Hagiich in edition of the 

Ke.uerr (F. E.) The Whirligig of Taste. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 160. 
London, Hogarth Press, 1929. 38. 6d. net. ». 


with the variations of literary opinion. The author is himself a well-known critic. 


Cueyney (Edward P.) Law in History and other Essays. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 174. London, Knopf, 1927. 
A series of six essays on history from various angles. 


many flight tests during twelve years. brought together much 
endeavoured in this book to place before the student a clearer conception of available 
knowledge relating to air motion in its application to flight phenomena. 
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BENJAMIN (Rene) Balzac, La Prodigieuse vie D’Honore de Balzac. 
Translated by James Fr. Scanlan. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 340. London, Heinemann, 1929. tos. 6d. net. 

This full and intimate account of the life and struggles of the great French 
writer, already familiar to his many admirers of every nationality who can read the 
has boon susie tn Ge lish language and should find a 
place in every library. 

Von RresEMANN (Oskar) Moussorgsky. Translated from the German 
by Paul England. 8vo, cloth, pp. 412, xviii. London, Knopf, 
1929. 25S. net. 

It was originally intended that Volume II. of the Monographs on Russian 
Music should be devoted to four or five of the leading composers of the so-called 
New Russian School, but the im of 
of the life to a complete volume, hewn, oo continuation of the monographs 
to further volumes in the future. Bio, material has been used exhaustively 
and general criticism has been limi PA chapter deals with the history of the 
composer’s works after his death, and a full chronological list of them is given 
as well as a short bibliograph of the literature relating to him, published in various 
languages. Thane ove too Study of Russian music. 


BELLMAN (Harold) Archite&s of the New Age: Bright, Kossuth, 
Lincoln, Mazzini and Tolstoy. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 162. London, 


Sampson Low, 1929. 3s. 6d. net. 
Acolledion of essays dealing with he live of vome ofthe great of ou 


Kine (David W.) L.M. 8046. The War-Diary of a Legionnaire. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 212. London, Arrowsmith, 1929. 5s. net. 

and pithily told, this grim record of life in the Legion during the Great 

War cannot fail to appeal. Fifty-seven varieties of Americans were in the same 


se&tion: elephant hunter, lawyer, t, artist, poet and what-not. Every 
nationality was represented, a job By my into promiscuity by chance fortune. 
When the Legion returned to Africa in 


Infantry Regiment and took part in the defence of V 
FICTION. 


. Cr. 8vo, cloth, Pe; 254. mn en al 1929. 6s. net. 


IE Translated by H. T. Porter- - 
Lowe ~~ Politische Novelle. 8vo, cloth, pp. 150. London, 
Knopf, 1929. 6s. net. 

Apolitical omnia novel written in Bruno Frank’s best style. 


Garpiner (D. F.) The Prison House. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 282. London, 
P 1929. 73. 6d. net. 

so: Sto: and disharmony, presenting the common enough 

pom-wer emgedy fas soldier who dows cut, ls this job of calling 

vacuum-cleaners on commission, and takes his life and that of his baby son. Only 

one of the family succeeds in overcoming the taint of misery. 


(I.) 
Harland 
| A volume 
A 
rench and German readers, and now first rendered available in the English language. 
Foorman (David) The Yellow Rock. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, 
Herbert Jenkins, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
| A murder is achieved by members of a secret society and adventures come in a 
whirl to a mild, unassuming gentleman who bears the name of Bodger, and is in 
: the employ of Merchant Bankers of Finsbury Pavement. He tells the story in his 
own words, describing a dangerous and exciting journey across Siberia, Turkestan 
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Goopwin (John) Dead Man’s — Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 408. 


The identity of a dead woman Finger missing fom her right hand involves 
the charaéters in this novel in a myStery takes much solving. The story is 
carefully worked up, its people seem fel and a criminal rial keep te reader tent 
to page 
Lancer (Kenlis) The Mountain of Mystery. A Tale of the Arabian 
Desert. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 348. London, Nelson, 
Aten »arsage peopl ho kill a band of famous archzologists, 
vied Arabs, a holy cup, strange 


Luck (Peter) The Killing of Ezra Burgoyne. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. 
London, Herbert Jenkins, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

An uncouth nephew arrives from ids ana ie his relatives in an 

lish village. He turns out to be an escaped convié, and when a murder takes 


cent tay omnes enough suspeéted of having a hand init. How he 
esca cho tolls Ghat ose wound sound bin end the sake 


Matt (Marcus) Who Shall Hang ? Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 

1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

This novel opens sensationally on the sth of November. A party of friends 
spirit. Their host has prepared a thoroughly , nay, macabre, jes which 
turns out differently what he A sprightly murder Story. 
Puitures (Charles) The Doé&or’s Wooing. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 

London, Nelson, 1929. 78s. 6d. net. 

A convent-bred Rhoda, is left with her father’s lands to manage in the 
backwoods. Kruger, her enemy, and his two sons try to buy her from 
har end develop but in thate ther’s memory. 
A long and romantic love Story, with much psychological study of character. 
Tues (Frank) The Devil’s Shadow. Translated from the German 

b oa T. Lowe-Porter. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xlviii., 380. London, 


opt, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

depi& the post-war social life of Germany. the 
central figure, end when with his pocket full of dollars he sets sail trom Europe 

the United States, having brought the machinations of his enemies to naught. 
Tuyrnne (Molly) The Murder on the Enriqueta. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 

316. London, Nelson, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

A motor accident leads to the impersonation by a crook of a lady of high birth 
who has come from the Argentine, at first for the sake of a small reward but later 
for a stake, at which game he might have been successful but for getting 
entangled in a case of murder, which to his undoing. 

Winstow (Thyra - poe | The Show Girl. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 306. 
3s. 6d. net. 
would have been a ive title for this Story of a 
ee ae ea Needless to say the scene is laid in 
ALSO RECEIVED. 
Dre STAATSBIBLIOTHET zU BERLIN ALS ZENTRALBIBLIOTHET, 1928 ; 

Report of the Librarian of Congress for the Fiscal Year 

une 30th, 1928; The Countryman, Forcing me No. 1, 
ol. IIL., alg 2s. 6d. quarterly; Library Review, 

1929, 9. oe een Wilson Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 
18, i, 1929. Vol. 3, No. 19, March, 1929. 


4 
i 
‘ 
4 
aq 


Va we 


Tre Lrsrary Worip 247 
Library Association 


LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH. 


THE March meeting was held on the 27th of the month at the London 
School of Economics, and was a joint meeting of the Branch with 
the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux. Mr. 
B. M. Headicar presided over a large attendance, the majority of whom 
had evidently come as a compliment to the speaker, Mr. C. R. 
Sanderson, B.Sc., to hear what would probably be his last public 
address before leaving for Toronto. Mr. Sanderson is known as an 
accomplished and forceful speaker, full of enthusiasm and with the 
i el cideniog others, his audience were not disappointed, for 
delivered a very fine and stimulating address on the » “Are 
Libraries Doing Their Job ? ” 

Mr. Sanderson said that looking back on the libraries of 
twenty-five years ago, we found that everywhere the librarian had to 
fight for his status among the municipal officials, and in order to do 
so we were forced to make our libraries centres of self-advertisement, 
while the librarian’s own reading could hardly bear analysis. This 
had largely gone and progress had been made, but the progress made 
had not been because of the refocussing of our ideals; rather we 
had been carried along with the general trend of progress. Mr. 
Sanderson asked the vital question, “ Have we ideals: are we living 
up to them all the time ?”” Or were we merely followers of the modern 
spirit, just carrying on and losing our opportunities ? Dealing with 
our work with children, the mene wondered whether we even 
started to think about the problem or ask ourselves what could be 
done. We talked a lot about creating readers of the next generation, 
but the things we had done had not touched the fringe of the subje&. 
The child inherited nothing except its physical charaéteristics, but it 
was eager to learn. Mr. Sanderson quoted a speaker at the Cardiff 
Conference, that the “ aim of reading should give a child a background 
= which he should projeé& his experiences of life as they come 

ong.” So that if we did not strive to do all we could for children 
we were not worthy of our calling, and he thought it was doubtful 
that libraries were doing their job with the children. 

Mr. Sanderson next dealt with the specialist reader and said that 
almost everything was available in London, as a glance at Rye’s 
“ Libraries of London” would prove. He gave concrete examples 


and referred to the ASLIB di ry. Then he turned to the needs 
of the average individual student, and thought that these needs were 
being forgotten in the craze for specialisation. If we did not make 


adequate provision for these students we missed our opportunity. 
Mr. Sanderson said there was a new polarisation of thought to-day 
and instanced the war as an example. He asked if we were doi 

enough face to face with the idea of the popular mind and if we reali 

the influence that public libraries could have upon it. We had a 
glorious opportunity which was being missed, for the liberation of 
intelligence throughout the mind of the man in the street is what our 
libraries could do. This was a restless and dissatisfied age, and our 
job as book selectors was to get the best and exploit it in every possible 
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way. Mr. Sanderson referred to the censorship question and suggested 
that our job involved an attitude on this question, but we had not 
expressed our views as an Association. he thought we were 
not using the forum for the expression of our views. We have 
problems created by ourselves but we have no policy, and did not 
use the means of exploiting our views as we should do. Referring 
to the Fae | Association, the speaker asked if we all backed it up 
as we should do; he contended that there was more destructive 
than constructive criticism, and in this way we were failing in our job 
as librarians. And so he asked in all sincerity, “Are we working on 
ideals and carrying out iments all along the way, in short—Are 
Librarians Doing Their Job 7” 

A good discussion ensued, in which many members took part. 
Mr. W. B. Thorne then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Sanderson 
for his admirable address, and also referred in felicitous terms to the 
esteem and affection in which Mr. and Mrs. Sanderson were held by 
all those who knew them, and spoke of the great amount of work he 
had done for librarianship in this country. Although all regretted 
that Mr. Sanderson was leaving England for Toronto, on of 
the meeting he wished him all happiness and prosperity in his new 
sphere of work. The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation 
and the meeting terminated. A.C.P. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 
Dear Sir, April 2nd, 1929. 
In accordance with arran made and announced, 
three special fortnightly afternoon meetings will be held to consider 
the question of the London Municipal Library Service on the following 
Fridays—April 12th and 26th and May roth, at 3.30 p.m. The first 
and second meetings will be held at 26, Bedford Square, but it may be 
necessary to hold the third elsewhere. 
The discussion at each meeting will be opened by Mr. Duncan 
oe Borough Librarian of St. Marylebone, under the following 


“~The Service and its background. 
2.—The Service and its critics. 
3.—The Service and its developments. 

In order that the problem may be fully comprehended Mr. Gray 
has explored the ground very thoroughly, with the result that his 
contribution to the proceedings will form a valuable survey such as 
has never before been attempted. In various ways it is likely to reveal 
the subject in a new light, and it is hoped that a clearer vision of policy 
and action for the immediate future will be given. The meetings 
are important, and while they are planned only for discussion, - 
can hardly fail to be without influence. The attendance of 
librarians and_others interested is earnestly invited. 


Yours, etc., 
Central Public Library, Wa. B. THorne, 
High Street, Hon. Sec., The Library Association, 
Poplar, E.14. London and Home Counties Branch. 
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Economical Bookbinding and 
Book Supply for Public 
County and School 
Libraries 


E have bound books for lending libraries for 

over forty years. We were the first firm to 

deal specially and widely with public library book- 

binding and we are doing an annually increasing 
business. 

Bookbinding done at a low price is not necessarily 


cheap. True economy is proved by the number of 
issues the book lasts in a clean and sound condition. 


We paper lined the folds of weak paper over 20 
ears ago, and still do, but this is not the best method 


or al] papers. 
We have more than a dozen different kinds of sewing z 
adapted to as many different kinds of paper. 


Very stiff, thick papers of which many juvenile books 
are composed we album-joint the leaves with a double 
guard—at no extra cost. 


It is a well known faé that a book bound by Chivers ; 
will give the service of two at no extra cost. + 


Prices and particulars of leather and cloth bindings 


will be sent by return of . Acatalogue of 8,000 
‘fiction and juvenile books so bound, sent free on 
application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 


BOOKBINDERS PORTWAY, BATH | 
& BOOKSELLERS ENGLAND } 
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